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ACROSS THE AGENT'S DESK

While I don’t normally put out a lot of information from
popular press, this is one report that seems warranted.
 One of the biggest challenges we face in agriculture is
telling our story.   With so many people removed by
several generations from the farm, some of the basic
things those of us in production agriculture take for
granted is that we think people know how a farm is
operated.  Truth is, many middle-aged consumers even
in rural America are now 3+ generations removed from
the farm.   It wasn’t their grandparents that had a farm,
but their great, or great-great grandparents that farmed.
  I wanted to share this video report that also features
one of our Extension Grain Crop Agronomists, Dr. Chad
Lee, that does a good job of sharing the story that many
of you are experiencing everyday.

https://youtu.be/Mri7Rpw4jro


UPCOMING EVENTS

Nov 3-17 – North American International Livestock Expo;
Kentucky Fair & Expo Center; Louisville, KY

Nov 16 – Stocker Profitability Conference; Warren Co.
Extension Service; Bowling Green, KY

Nov 24-25 – Thanksgiving Holiday; office closed

Dec 5 – Winter Beef Series; Woodford Co. Extension
Service; Versailles, KY; 6:30pm

Dec 26 – Jan 2 –Holiday Break; office closed

https://youtu.be/Mri7Rpw4jro
https://livestockexpo.org/
https://woodford.ca.uky.edu/sites/woodford.ca.uky.edu/files/stocker%20profitability%20flyer_0.jpg
http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
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GENERAL


Soil Acidity; What It Is, How It Is Measured, Why It Is Important

Source: Drs. John Grove & Edwin Ritchey; UK Soil Scientists


The chemical health of the soil supporting your crop is strongly related to soil pH and fall is the
best time to correct excess soil acidity. Soils are usually dry and application traffic compaction is
less likely. Lime takes time to react, to neutralize soil acids, and fall application allows greater
acidity reduction prior to spring planting. Soil samples may be a bit difficult to take when the soil
is dry (as is the case in much of Kentucky right now), but the benefits of early detection and
correction of acid soils in your crop production fields can be very significant. 


Soil acidity consists of acid cations, hydrogen (H+), aluminum (Al3+), and in some soils,
manganese (Mn2+). These acids are neutralized by basic anions, carbonate (CO3 2-), hydroxyl
(OH-), and oxide (O2-) provided by materials like agricultural, hydrated/slaked, and quick/burnt
limes, respectively. Agricultural (ag) lime, consisting of different proportions of calcium and
magnesium carbonates and crushed/ground to smaller particle sizes to speed acidity correction,
is the material most often used to correct soil acidity in crop production fields. Rates of ag lime
are found from measurements of acidity in your soil sample. 


READ MORE....

SMALL RUMINANTS 

Winter Shelter for Small Ruminants 
Source: Emily Clement; KY State University Animal Science Extension Associate 

While a dense tree line can provide goats and sheep protection from the sun and rain in warmer 
months, it is not adequate shelter for the winter, in our area. Healthy adult goats and sheep are 
able to maintain a constant body temperature throughout the cold months as long as good 
nutrients are available and shelter is provided for cover from the inclement elements. Sheltering 
needs will vary from one herd to the next, due to the type and breed of the animals present. 
Though fiber, meat, and dairy animals may have slightly different housing needs; they all need 
shelter from the cold, wind, and wetness of winter. It must be easily accessible for you to 
manage daily maintenance checks, clean bedding, and handle the water and feed needs of the 
animals, if not feeding and watering outside of the shelter. 

Winter shelter does not need to be elaborate, by any means. A three or four sided structure, with 
a roof of some sort, is sufficient as long as it faces away from the prevailing wind and is easily 
accessible to the animals, throughout the day. A variety of shelter structures options are 
commercially available, as well as, modest plans for do-it yourself can be found, online. Some 
designs are portable and on sleds, easily hooked up to and pulled with a utility vehicle. Sleds aid 
in moving the shelter from field to field, or to a different location, reducing the wear and tear upon 
the land. The shelter needs to be clean, dry, and as draft free as possible. Adding insulation, in 
the form of foam and fiberglass, is not recommended. Tarps and/or ply wood can reduce drafts, 
without much additional expense. While the need to make shelters as draft-free as possible

https://woodford.ca.uky.edu/sites/woodford.ca.uky.edu/files/Soil%20Acidity.pdf
http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
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exists, so does the need to ventilate. Decreased ventilation as a result of over insulation ca
wreak havoc on the health of the animals we intended to be protected.


READ MORE....

BEEF

https://woodford.ca.uky.edu/sites/woodford.ca.uky.edu/files/Winter%20Shelter.pdf
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FORAGES


Consider Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage Insurance as a Risk Management Tool

Source: Dr. Kenny Burdine, UK Livestock Economist


The most recent drought monitor, released on October 27th, shows the majority of the United
States dealing with drought or abnormally dry conditions. While I hope some of those regions
received some much needed rain recently, I do think this presents an opportunity to discuss 
Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage (PRF) Insurance. PRF insurance provides an opportunity for 
producers to purchase rainfall coverage for perennial forages used for pasture and / or hay 
production.  

PRF is a Single-Peril Index Insurance Product 
Producers first need to understand that indemnities
from PRF are not based on rainfall at their farm, but
rather on actual and historical rainfall for a 0.25
degree latitude by 0.25 degree longitude grid, where
their farm is located. Daily rainfall for each grid is
collected through NOAA weather stations and used
by the program. Certainly, there should be a
correlation between rainfall amounts for a given grid
and farms located on those grids, but variability will

exist. This variability creates a type of “basis” risk that isn’t that different than an insurance
product like Livestock Risk Protection Insurance, which pays based on changes in the CME©
Feeder Cattle Index, rather than local prices. It is also important to understand that PRF
insurance does not protect against extremely high rainfall levels, or any other challenge that
might impact forage production. It simply provides coverage for less than normal rainfall levels
over 2 month periods during the year. 

The Premium Subsidy for PRF is Significant 
The premium subsidy levels for LRP depend on the level of coverage that is selected, but
exceed 50% in all cases. The USDA Risk Management Agency (USDA-RMA) has intended for
this to be relatively affordable so that farmers will be more likely to utilize it. While indemnities
may not be received in a given year, the subsidy levels suggest that indemnities should exceed
premium levels over a large number of years. Given this, producers may want to consider
scaling the coverage upward to increase the base value per acre they are insuring. Base values
per acre can be increased by up to 150% by increasing the productivity factor. 

http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
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Multiple Approaches are Possible for Covered Months

Finally, I think it is important that producers give some
thought to the months they want to cover. Producers
must select coverage in a minimum of two, two-month
periods and can place no more than 60% of their
coverage value in any single two-month interval. A
month also may not be double-covered. For example,
one cannot cover the June-July interval and the July-
August interval, because [July] is double-covered.
However, one could put up to 60% of the value in a
two month interval that included [July].


A logical approach would be to cover months in which rainfall and forage productivity are of the
most concern. For example, someone may choose to cover June-July and August-September, if
they are concerned about the summer months. A producer who is highly dependent on fall
pasture growth to stockpile forage may choose to stretch coverage into the fall months.
Producers should also discuss this with their insurance agent as they are likely to have valuable
insights as well. Most importantly, producers should give this some thought and be deliberate
about this decision.


While no insurance product is perfect, PRF insurance does provide producers with a relatively
inexpensive opportunity to get some protection against less than normal rainfall levels.
Producers have until December 1st to sign up for coverage for the 2023 calendar year, so the
time is right to be thinking about it. In addition to talking with your insurance agent, a great deal
of information can be found on the PRF page of the USDA-RMA website here.

http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
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PUB HUB

PR-815: 2022 Kentucky Hybrid Corn Performance Test


Click here for a directory of all our publications.

CONSERVATION CORNER


Cost Share Programs


Be sure to visit the Woodford County Conservation District website for more information on other

cost share programs, such as the cover crop programs, state cost share, or the Environmental

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Policy-and-Procedure/Insurance-Plans/Pasture-Rangeland-Forage
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/PR/PR815/PR815.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/PR/PR815/PR815.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs.asp
https://www.woodfordcd.com/woodfordcd
http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
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Shared-Use Equipment Rental

With the optimum time for seeding cool-season grasses almost upon us in September, the

Woodford County Conservation District has several no-till drills for producers to rent across the

county.  Be sure to check out some new equipment and where you can find them!


 Equipment  Location
 Haybuster 10 ft no-till drill  Agriculture Resource Building

 Haybuster 10 ft no-till drill  Versailles Southern States

 Haybuster 7 ft no-till drill  Agriculture Resource Building

 Great Plains 7 ft no-till drills (2)  Versailles Southern States

 Pull-behind ag lime spreader  Agriculture Resource Building

 In-line hay wrappers (2)  Woodford Feed Company

 Pull-behind post driver  Agriculture Resource Building

https://www.woodfordcd.com/_files/ugd/700f42_f4ef75514cb8468f85f10418a12e87c2.pdf
http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
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This hearty stew of turkey, potatoes, and vegetables will warm up a cold winter night. You can

replace the cooked turkey with cooked chicken.


Makes 4 servings.


Ingredients


2 teaspoons vegetable oil


1/2 cup onion (chopped)


1 garlic clove (finely chopped, or 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder)


4 carrot (chopped)


2 celery stalk (chopped)


2 potatoes (chopped)


1 can tomatoes, diced


2 cups water


2 cups turkey (cooked, chopped)


salt and pepper (optional, to taste)


Italian seasoning or oregano, basil or thyme (to taste, optional)


Directions

1. Wash hands with soap and water.

2. Heat oil in medium saucepan. Add onion, garlic, carrots and celery and stir for 2 minutes.

3. Add potatoes, tomatoes, and water to pan. Bring to a boil, then lower heat and simmer 30

minutes or until vegetables are tender. Add turkey and cook another five minutes or until

heated.

4. Season to taste before serving. Refrigerate leftovers.

FEATURED RECIPE 
Turkey Stew 
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